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again to a productive state has prevented any immediate
results. Moreover, it is very doubtful whether, so far as lead
is concerned, any considerable tonnages arc available from
many of these sources, for although in some instances increased
mining costs combined with a fall in the value of the metal
were the main factors in causing abandonment, it cannot be
doubted that in others the root cause is to be found in the
exhaustion or impoverishment of the deposits. With respect
to financial burdens, reference may be made to the heavy
pumping charges and to the difficulties of transport with
which many mines had to contend. With regard to the
former, attention is now being directed to the driving of deep
adits in order to effect efficient and cheaper drainage, and
such schemes are under construction or consideration in
Shropshire, Flintshire and Leadhills. The latter difficulty
may be met by means of aerial ropeways, as has been done in
Shropshire.
The table on page 43, taken from the Home Office Re-
ports [9], gives the amounts, in long tons, of dressed ore
recorded from each of the producing counties from 1915
to 1919 inclusive. It is interesting to compare this table
with that for the year 1856 given in the report referred to
above [8/p. 15].
The lead ores of the United Kingdom occur in various
formations ranging from the Pre-Cambrian to the Triassic, but
the commercially important deposits arc mostly found in
rocks of Pakeozoic age. They fall naturally into two groups,
namely, veins in the older Palaeozoic rocks, and cavity-
fillings and metasomatic replacements in the Carboniferous
Limestone and associated rocks, The former occur in Corn-
wall and Devon, Wales, Shropshire, the Lake District, Isle
of Man, the Leadhills and Wicklow; while the latter are
found over an extensive area in the north of England, in
Derbyshire, Flintshire and Denbighshire, and the Mcnclip Hills.
Of the English counties, Durham has always been the chief
producer ; in Scotland, the Leadhills district has been respon-
sible for about 95 per cent, of the entire output of that country ;
while in Ireland the main production has come from the
mines in County Wicklow.